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Responding to the pandemic
Article

A wide range of conditions can be found in Latin America. 
Peru extended its national emergency until May 10, 
while Mexico extended it until 30 of this month. At a 
time when the world is preparing for a recession, mining 
is resisting the spread of Covid-19 while struggling to 
keep its operations going. But there are at least two 
observable constants: commitments to the well-being 
of local communities and employees, which translates 
into a desire to protect the incomes of its workforce and 
sub-contractors, and adjustments to growth forecasts for 
what is fast becoming a critical year. 

Relief and assistance programs

One of the first effects of the pandemic was a wake-up call 
to protect the residents surrounding each mining facility. 
Although concern for local communities has always been 
fundamental, Covid 19 made it an urgent matter. 

The mining sector is trying to find a balanced response to the scenario posed by the worldwide pandemic, 
such as monitoring measures, partial closures and contingency plans for employees, following predictions 
that social distancing and the health and financial consequences of the Covid-19 outbreak will continue far 
beyond initial forecasts. 

On April 21, the Board of Anglo American announced 
that its Directors will donate 30% of their salaries for 
three months to help finance NGOs and foundations 
fighting the virus. AngloAmerican published Social Way 
to demonstrate its global commitment to the industry 
beyond its own interests. This is a disease management 
guide that includes risk prevention, information and 
containment measures with standards applicable to each 
workplace. It is available free of charge at socialway.
angloamerican.com. 
Newmont announced a US$20 million fund to help 
communities and governments combat the disease. 
According to Mr. Tom Palmer, the Company’s Chairman 
and CEO, negotiations are continuing with the 
governments of Peru and Mexico to establish minimum 
operating levels that will allow its projects to resume.
BHP was forced to reduce its sub-contractors by almost 
half, from 21,911 to 11,289. However, it then established 

Excavations in Chuquicamata underground had to be suspended, but they are already preparing for the return to full operations
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a US$ 25 million relief fund to finance the costs of its 
remaining sub-contractors. 
Barrick announced the distribution of 800,000 antibody 
tests in mid-April, to monitor the health of its employees 
and residents living in communities surrounding its 
projects.
Antofagasta Minerals suspended its relationship with 
Inco’s sub-contractors at Minera Los Pelambres at 
the beginning of April, which originally included a new 
crushing line, a flotation line and a desalination plant at 
Los Vilos. This suspension will continue for a maximum 
of 120 days and the company is committed to paying its 
employees the minimum salary during this period.
Teck was the first mining company to suspend operations 
in Chile, being the expansion of Quebrada Blanca. On 
April 16, it announced that it had created a CN$20 million 
fund to support the healthcare and recovery response to 
the pandemic, and directly support healthcare services in 
cities where the Canadian mining company has projects.

Monitoring, social distancing and indispensable 
employees

Every company has updated its work protocols, office 
work and analysis are performed remotely, and field 
work has been reduced to a minimum. They all monitor 
their employees and test for Covid 19 infections. Fortuna 
in Peru detected six asymptomatic employees, and 
AngloAmerican in Chile detected eight. A statement 
signed by Mr. Iván Arriagada, its Executive Chairman, 
reports that “one of them is in the hospital in Iquique, 
three have already been discharged and the rest are 

recovering at home.” 
Disinfecting workplaces and constantly monitoring 
employees for signs of the disease have become routine 
at most mining companies. Even the shareholders’ 
meetings are held using videoconferencing facilities. 
Lundin reported that an employee had been infected with 
Covid-19 in early March at Candelaria, prompting the 
company to implement a social distancing protocol and 
suspend its Fruta del Norte project in Ecuador.

Transport to El Teniente mine being disinfected
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Codelco’s El Teniente division started production in the 
Recursos Norte sector last January, then converted 
its stadium into a 70-bed field hospital and only has 
indispensable employees maintaining operations at 
Ventanas. 

Reduced operations

Yamana may be an emblematic example that illustrates 
how to deal with the situation and maintain reduced 
operational continuity when faced with diverse legal 
constraints. On March 3, Yamana followed instructions 
issued by the Argentine government and temporarily 
closed down its Cerro Moro project and gradually reduced 
work at Agua Rica, which required the company to adjust 
its annual production targets. This closure continued until 
April 3, as the Argentine government declared mining an 
essential sector for the economy, so has allowed most 
companies to gradually resume operations. The absence 
of quarantine measures in Chile allowed El Peñón and 
Minera Florida to continue operating in a relatively normal 
manner, with social distancing and disinfection protocols, 
as did the Jacobina mine in Brazil. In contrast, Yamana’s 
Canadian project, Malartic, in the northern hemisphere 
reopened on April 14 after being suspended.

Future calculations

The contraction in demand and the reduction in mining 
across the continent means the objectives for this year 
for the entire sector must be revisited. BNAmericas 
expects a drastic drop in copper demand of between 6.5% 
and 8.5%, if current conditions continue through to 2021. 
Antofagasta Minerals expects a 2% drop in production, 
due to the measures introduced to combat the disease, 
which has required it to adjust its forecasts for this year. 
Gold continues to produce stable returns in the midst 
of this crisis compared to other commodities, precisely 

because it thrives in times of uncertainty. Barrick has 
produced the best results among all the mining companies 
in the region. It has announced that expansion plans 
at its Pueblo Viejo project in the Dominican Republic 
and Turquoise Ridge, Goldrush and Cortez Deep South 
projects in Nevada are continuing. These plans and the 
sustained gold price rise have pushed Barrick’s shares up 
by 31.6% this year.

Yamana’s Florida continues to function with reduced operations
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Exploration using the cloud
Article

The world economy seems to be on the verge of a 
recession of unprecedented dimensions, and the current 
situation makes forecasting a challenge. While mines 
across the region are either suspending or minimizing 
their operations, global copper production in 2020 will 
grow by 1.9%, well below projections of 3.4%, according 
to a GlobalData analysis, which is merely one example. 
Mr. Tedros Adhanom, World Health Organization Director, 
has warned on more than one occasion that there are 
reasons to believe that the global effects of the pandemic 
will be felt for a long time to come. 
How do we deal with this situation? Ms. Ana Cristina 
Chaves, Executive Vice Chairman for Latin America 
at Seequent, said “The epidemic has shown us that 
we are a global community that is interconnected and 
interdependent in ways we did not fully understand 
previously. We are working with our customers and 
supporting them as best we can as they cope with 

Working remotely means that coordinating geological teams, analyzing samples, modeling and planning are 
now taking place at home. As traumatic as it may seem, this crisis has united the industry and may result in 
a decisive step towards a new understanding of mining exploration.

these challenges. Collaboration, communication and 
connection are essential, in order for them to make 
best use of the available information. The situation is 
changing very quickly and many companies are working 
completely remotely for safety reasons. We are providing 
extra support to ensure that those businesses can 
continue, and to make remote working easier.”
Seequent is a software company responding to the crisis 
by providing its users with remote solutions free of charge 
that help them to continue working using teleworking 
tools in an uncertain environment. She added “Seequent 
Central is a secure cloud platform that our customers can 
use to collaborate even if they are in various locations or 
continents. Users can actively manage projects 24 hours 
a day, analyze the impact of the latest data and perform 
modeling exercises in real time. This helps them to make 
better decisions regarding exploring a deposit or where 
to drill, which produces better results for investors and 

Seequent Central allows its users to manage geological data online even if they are in different parts of the planet
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stakeholders.” 
The company is also offering its Leapfrog users full 
access to its cloud-based system at no cost for 60 days. 
Seequent provides technical support and user manuals 
on its website “seequent.com” and provides tools for 
its users and for its physical and remote seminars at 
“https://www.seequent.com/community/training/”

Numerous solutions for a challenging scenario

The unprecedented situation caused by the pandemic 
means that the industry must evaluate itself and find 
innovative ways forward. It must reassess its teams 
and redefine how to work in the field and at a distance, 
in order to secure business continuity.  Numerous 
software companies are committed to supporting their 
users remotely. Acquire has communication channels 
with customers around the world open 24 hours a day 
on its website “acquire.com.au” and focuses on mobile 
geoscience data management applications. 
Datamine has a support center on its website 
“dataminesoftware.com” and provides free web seminars 
via Zoom that require registration, covering mine design, 
planning and modeling, user training on its program 
Minescape, and other seminars. The most effective way 
to follow its latest free tools and conferences is through 
its facebook page “dataminesoftware”.
Mr. Simon Mortimer is an Atticus Director based in Lima, 
where quarantine measures are strict. His company 
is currently offering its planning, modeling, resource 
and exploration software for free at “micromine.com”, 
despite forecasts of a drastic reduction in revenue over 
the next few months. With work pending in Colombia, 
Cuba, Nicaragua and Guatemala, working remotely 
becomes obligatory. He reports “We are running internal 
training courses, and we’re doing what we can remotely. 
Our software can be used for all aspects of mining 
and exploration. We are still processing the numbers, 
but I think that we have gained about 300 new users in 
the region since the pandemic began. Our software is 
complex, so we are also offering free training, based on 

recorded courses uploaded to our platform.”
Free software and training content is free of charge during 
April for a period that each user can extend through 
to May at:”https://www.micromine.com/micromine-
mining-software/april-is-on-micromine/”
Mr. Alejandro Salas is Business Manager at GVMapper, 
which is another modeling and logging software company, 
and he believes that “Peru and Mexico are rather reluctant 
to work with the cloud for fear of losing confidentiality. 
However, the world is moving in that direction, meaning 
that work can continue from anywhere without having 
to connect to a specific company computer. There are 
geologists working with our XQAQC system that use 
either an internal cloud within the customer’s company, 
or a leased one that has been designed by us.”
Ms. Chaves commented on the future beyond the current 
crisis when she added that “digital transformation is 
already well advanced in the mining and minerals sector. 
The current situation is a catalyst that will accelerate 
this transformation. Our users need to be able to work 
remotely as a team with the best and latest information, 
in order to make good business decisions.” 

Atticus is offering limited free licesing and tutorials for their powerful 3D modelling 
tool for a limited time
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Rugby Mining announced that it has collected 108 
samples at 320m intervals over 35 linear kilometers, 
and discovered that the epithermal gold and silver 
mineralization area of the El Deseado massif has 10 
anomaly areas ranging from 320 to 2,800 meters long. 
The samples contained concentrations from 0.02 to 0.96 
ppb Au and 11 to 30.1 ppb Ag. The company announced 
that it will continue to take samples in order to refine the 
characteristics of the strip. 

The company announced the acquisition 
of up to 40% of a joint venture owning 
the Suyai project in Chubut, southern 
Argentina, by a capital company owned 
by Mr. Eduardo Elsztain and Mr. Saul 
Zang. Mr. Elsztain and Mr. Zang control 
a portfolio of businesses including real 

The Olaroz 2 lithium plant resumed limited operations 
on April 29, after receiving approval from the authorities 
and local communities. It will use fewer operators 
to collect brine and operate the evaporation pools. 
Orocobre announced that work is being carried out at 

News

estate, agribusiness, and 
investments in banking 
and mining. 

ARGENTINA

Yamana announces joint venture for the Suyai 
project

 Esquel, the closest town to the Suyai project, in Argentina

 Magnetic analysis at El Zanjón reveals gold-silver anomalies

ARGENTINA

Sampling in El Zanjon reveals extent of gold-silver 
anomaly

ARGENTINA

Olaroz gradually resumes expansion work

a substantially slower pace than before the pandemic, 
but there is no clarity yet regarding when full time 
construction will resume. 
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ARGENTINA

Golden Minerals reaches agreement with 
Barrick Gold for El Quevar
Barrick signed an option contract and the right to 
increase its participation in Golden’s El Quevar project, 
Salta province, Argentina, by up to 70%. The agreement 
includes Barrick acquiring shares in Golden worth up to 
US$ 1 million, with a commitment to finance exploration 
at the El Quevar silver deposit, and to announce the 
results within the next eight years. 

El Quevar, optioned by Barrick to Golden Minerals, in the Salta 
province, Argentina

After completing its 2019-2020 exploration program, 
Mr. Adam Lundin, CEO of Filo del Sol, announced that 
“the true size of the Filo del Sol mineralization system 
is beginning to appear, but the scale of the system has 
yet to be defined.” The main results include 1,009m @ 

On April 14, a meeting of Advantage shareholders 
approved the sale of all their shares to Orocobre, a 
company listed on the Toronto and Australian stock 
exchanges, which owns the Olaroz lithium plant, 

0.57% Cu, 0.39 g/t Au, 11 g/t Ag and 0.95% CuEq and 
1034m @ 0.42% Cu, 0.32 g/t Au, 3.4 g/t Ag and 0.68% 
CuEq.

Borax Argentina, and 34% of Advantage. The company 
also announced the expansion of the Olaroz plant in 
Argentina and the development of the Naraha lithium 
hydroxide plant in Japan. 

ARGENTINA

Filo Mining announces results for Filo del Sol

ARGENTINA

Orocobre acquires Advantage Lithium
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A study completed by the Canadian consulting firm AMC determined that 
the deposit contained 8.4 t measured resources and 26.99 t indicated 
resources, with a concentration of 159 g/t Ag and 43.05 Moz Ag measured 
with 130 g/t Ag and 112 Moz Ag indicated. The estimate was based on 
open pit mining at the property, which is surrounded by a mineralized area 
of similar tenor and grade, where preliminary drilling has been carried out, 
suggesting additional concentrations in the range 85 to 150 g/t Ag.

BOLIVIA

New Pacific Metals announces 
initial estimates for the Silver Sand 
deposit

The first quarter results for the gold and silver mine 
yielded 2,132 oz AuEq, which is currently being 
maintained with only the essential personnel on 
site, amidst the prevention policies implemented by 
the company and the Bolivian government. For the 

The results of new surface rock analyses revealed 
anomalous and elevated gold concentrations, that 
range between 11.6 and 200.3 g/t Au. Additionally, 
two areas of surface quartz-sulfide blocks revealed 
1.1 to 82.1 g/t Au in 13 samples, and 5.2 to 50.1 g/t 
Au in another 6 samples, which describes a new target 

time being, Orvana is concentrating on developing 
and engineering the oxide heap, pending a gradual 
resumption of work. 

called Medusa due to the structural complexity of the 
deposit. Medusa is located in the eastern part of the 
Cuiú Cuiú gold project in the TZ fault area, which is a 
north-west structure that hosts the TZ deposit. 

BOLIVIA

Orvana keeps operations to a minimum at Don Mario

BRASIL

Cabral identifies new target in Cuiú Cuiú

Map of the mineralization at Silver Sands, Bolivia
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The company’s board of directors approved a drilling 
plan that includes 2,875m in its first phase and 3,035m 
in its second phase, which should begin in June this 
year. Phase 1 is fully funded and will explore 7 targets in 
the Pedra Branca mineralization with 23 drill holes, and 
Phase 2 will explore 4 targets on the same property with 
24 drill holes. ValOre secured capital of US$ 860,000 to 
finance Phase 1 exploration at this PGE (platinum group 
elements) deposit.

BRASIL

ValOre announces 2020 
exploration program for 
Pedra Branca

New drilling confirms an extension to the “superpod” 
mineralization identified in the underground extension 
area of the Pilar mine. The main exploration results 
include 22.8m @ 3.18% Cu, including 10.6m @ 5.29% 
Cu, and 21.8m @ 2.27% Cu, including 2.8m @ 7.76% 
Cu. The mineral intersections in the Pilar underground 

BRASIL

Ero Copper confirms an extension to the “superpod” 
discovery

extension area are now 800m long and 400m deep 
below the current level of the main ramp. Ero Copper 
expects the mineralization strip to remain open to the 
north and at greater depth. 

Map of the Pedra Branca complex, with indications of the ValOre scan
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The company announced 
that its exploration program 
revealed a copper-gold 
mineralization extension in 
the western and northwestern 
part of its Planalto project in 
Carajás province in northern 
Brazil. The new drilling 
intersected large areas of low 
grade copper mineralization 
with concentrations of 
between 0.14% Cu and 0.21% 

Cu, with intermittent smaller 
areas of higher grade 
copper with concentrations 
of up to 0.46% Cu. The 
highest concentration of 
gold detected in this new 
exploration phase was 41 
ppb Au. 

BRASIL

Lara extends the mineralization 
area at Planalto 

Map of Lara’s drilling in Planalto

 Panorama of Vizcachitas, in the Rocín river valley

The Environmental Assessment Commission gave a 
green light to the drilling program that the Canadian 
mining company intends to carry out over the next 
four years at the Vizcachitas porphyry copper 
and molybdenum project, 150 kilometers north 
of Santiago. The drilling program at Vizcachitas 
includes 350 holes on 124 platforms during that 
period, which will be sufficient to complete the pre-
feasibility study currently under development. The 
authorization also covers any additional drilling that 
may be necessary. 

CHILE

Los Andes Copper receives environmental approval 
to explore Vizcachitas
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Newcrest’s drilling program completed 4,523m of 
exploration on the property, located in the Third Region, 
requiring an investment of US$ 8.6 million. The final 
hole in the program provided the best results: 129m @ 
0.54g/t Au and 2.65g/t Ag, including 17m @ 1.4g/t Au 
and 2.08g/t Ag including 10m @ 2.09g/t Au and 3g/t Ag, 
and 3m @ 1.84g/t Au and 3.57g/t Ag. Mr. Norm Pitcher, 
Chairman and CEO of Mirasol, was disappointed that 
the exploration program terminated early, but at the 
same time he is optimistic about the agreement with 
Newcrest to extend the option to explore until January 
2021, which will allow work to continue at Gorbea. 

CHILE

Mirasol announces exploration results for Gorbea

 Map with Mirasol and Newcrest´s main projects in northern Chile

The Canadian company is getting closer to building the 
project as it has submitted an Environmental Impact 
Assessment that it began preparing in November 2018, 
and aims to obtain project approval as defined in the 
pre-feasibility study published in August 2019. The 
approval of the EIA is expected to be effective in the first 
quarter of 2021. It also acquired the Paso San Francisco 

CHILE

Rio2 submits an EIA for Fenix Gold and acquires 
infrastructure for the project

mine for US$ 1.5 million, which is owned by Copec and 
adjacent to the Fénix project. It was originally built in the 
early 1990s to process gold and silver ore from the Can-
Can, Arqueros and Caique mines. 



13 © 2020 Chile Explore Report All Rights Reserved

May 2020 
Issue No 87 

www.chilexploregroup.cl

CHILE

Aftermath updates its exploration 
plans in Chile

The pandemic has meant that the Canadian mining 
company cannot mobilize staff and equipment for its 
Cachinal and Challacollo projects in northern Chile. 
However, it can complete the planning stage and Phase 
1 scope for both projects. The Challacollo project 
includes the exploration of Halo, a target located on 
the main Lolon vein. The Cachinal project is located 
on the Paleocene precious metal strip, west of the 
porphyry copper strip. Aftermath expects work to be 
resumed at both projects, as soon as conditions allow. 

North view of Cachinal, in the coastal zone of Region III

After resuming exploration work on April 20, Royal Gold 
began final negotiations with the owners of informal 
gold mines called La Esmeralda, La Candelaria and San 
Miguel in the Los Andes-Sotomayor municipality in the 
Nariño district. The agreements form part of the national 
formalization policy driven by the Colombian Ministry of 
Mining and Energy, where the mining company returns 
part of the concession land to the informal miners, 
and in exchange receives a 3% royalty on the extracted 
doré, in addition to exclusive exploration rights in the 
concession area. 

COLOMBIA

Royal Gold signs formal agreements for three projects 
in Nariño

The Esmeralda magnetic anomaly, in Nariño, Colombia
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The Colombian government’s decision to declare 
mining an essential productive area for the country 
allowed Outcrop to resume its exploration program in 
Santa Ana, a high grade silver project covering 669 ha 
in Tolima department. The program includes mapping, 
sampling and trenching by various teams, and Outcrop 

COLOMBIA

Outcrop Gold begins phase 2 exploration in Santa Ana
is also working closely with the Colombian government 
and the Falan municipality, the closest town to Santa 
Ana, to distribute food and aid to the population in the 
midst of the crisis. 

On April 27, both companies signed a final agreement 
creating a diversified group with two underground 
mines, the Ying silver mine in China and the Aurora 
gold mine in Guyana. Simultaneously, Silvercorp and 
Goldfields signed an internal loan agreement where 
Silvercorp will transfer up to US$15 million to Guyana 
to keep Aurora operating and provide working capital. 
Mr. Rui Feng, Chairman and CEO of Silvercorp, said 

The company announced intercepts of 12m @ 13.8 g/t 
Au, 1.7m @ 30.8 g/t Au and 2.7m @ 15.8 g/t Au, and 
the discovery of two significant mineralization areas 
at the Oko-Aremu project in Region 7 of Guyana. The 
most important program result is 2.7m @ 49.0 g/t Au, 
in the deepest hole in the region at 205m. To date, G2’s 
exploration program has completed 41 holes, totaling 
7,533m, and is currently exploring historical gold 
production sites south of the OKO discovery area. 

GUYANA

Silvercorp Metals acquires all of Guyana Goldfields
in a statement that he hopes to work closely with the 
government of Guyana to ensure that the transition is 
mutually beneficial and to expand exploration in the 
Aurora gold district. 

GUYANA

G2 Goldfields announces 
new high-grade discovery 
at OKO

Map of drilling in Oko-Aremu
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Initial drilling by the company at the Toucan target, part 
of the Salbora-Powis north-south structural corridor, 
intercepted 66m @ 1.35 g/t Au and 36m @ 2.1 g/t 
Au. Morphologically, Toucan is an area dominated by 
breccias and siliceous structures contained in volcanic 
mafic units and granite. The gold mineralization is 

The Canadian mining company has announced a 
drilling program in the Candy vein at Nora, in northern 
Durango state, Mexico, which will begin as soon as the 
restrictions imposed by the Mexican government to 
prevent the spread of Covid-19 are lifted. Nora contains 

GUYANA

Goldsource announces discovery at Eagle 
Mountain, Toucan

MÉXICO

Canasil Resources announces exploration of its Nora 
project

contained in subvertical siliceous areas, with chlorite 
and pyrite breccias. Goldsource has declared its 
debt-free financial status that will allow it to continue 
exploration at Eagle Mountain. 

gold-silver mineralization in epithermal veins with 
structural control. The deposit has not been explored, 
but residual heaps from previous small scale mining 
reveal highly concentrated mineralized material. 

The company announced the results of eight drill holes 
in the Los Ricos South project, in Jalisco state. The 
main discovery announced by GoGold is in the main 
project area and includes 4.2m with an average of 559 
g/t AgEq, with 344 g/t Ag and 2.87 g/t Au, and it also 
announced lower concentration results but equally 
promising in the San Juan area of the project. Mr. Brad 
Langille, Chairman and CEO of GoGold, announced “The 
results at Los Ricos are very promising, as they were 

Panorama of Go Gold´s Los Ricos

MÉXICO

GoGold announces results
 from Los Ricos

found at the northern end of the project. We are thrilled 
to think that these are just the first encouraging results 
of the many targets we plan to explore in the 35km strip 
in the Los Ricos district.” 
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The company’s exploration program is three months 
ahead of the original forecast, and has already 
completed 177 of its 200 drill holes. The results extend 
the known mine reserves, and indicate growth potential 
with high concentrations. Significant results include 

The acquisition became effective on April 23, and the 
company is still planning to offer its shares on the 
NYSE in the second quarter of this year. This acquisition 
gives Excellon control of the Platosa and Evolucion 
mines in Mexico, as well as Silver City in Germany, and 

The company has identified new high concentration 
targets at its project in Sinaloa, Mexico, one of six 
priority exploration regions. The most significant drill 
hole found 1.7m @ 26.9g/t Au and 44g/t Ag, plus 3m 
@ 11.9g/t Au and 22g/t Ag. The results suggest future 
resources may be found in the Plomosas mine area, 
with gold and silver deposits in systems that are parallel 
and oblique to the main polymetallic breccia, hosted by 
the Plomosas fault. 

MÉXICO

Capstone announces new Cozamin results

MÉXICO

Excellon Resources completes the acquisition of Otis 
Gold

MÉXICO

GR Silver announces high grade results from 
Plomosas

5.1m @ 7.58% Cu and 113 g/t Ag, including 3.7m @ 
9.61% Cu and 140.8 g/t Ag. The Cozamin copper-silver 
mine is located north of Zacatecas city, in Zacatecas 
state. 

Kilgore and Oakley in Idaho, USA. As explained by Mr. 
Brendan Cahill, Chairman and CEO of Excellon, “The 
world was a very different place two months ago, when 
we announced the acquisition of Otis. The price of gold 
has exceeded market expectations and has performed 
admirably, generating profits in all currencies.” 

 Cross-section of the Plomosas fault
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Two virtual meetings with the shareholders of both 
companies are scheduled for May 20, to discuss a 
friendly merger that was already announced at the 
end of March. Argonaut owns the La Colorada mine 
in Sonora and the El Castillo and San Agustin mines in 

The Peruvian government has extended social isolation 
until May 10. Accordingly, Caylloma continues to operate 
at minimum capacity and strictly monitors the health of 

The mine’s concentrator operated at one-third of its 
capacity for most of April, which is consistent with staff 
reductions at the mine, located in the Arequipa region. 
Cerro Verde continues to operate only the essential 
elements of the mine, in compliance with the strict 
social distancing measures imposed by the Peruvian 
government. 

MÉXICO

Argonaut Gold and Alio Gold prepare merger

PERÚ

Fortuna announces update regarding the Caylloma 
mine

PERÚ

Freeport-McMoran reports the status of Cerro Verde

Durango, as well as exploration projects in Guanajuato 
and Ontario, Canada. Alio Gold owns the Florida Canyon 
mine in Nevada and the Ana Paula exploration project 
in Mexico. 

its staff, according to the Canadian company. Tests on 
Caylloma staff identified six people infected with the 
virus, who were still in an asymptomatic condition when 
the mine published its statement. 

Panorama of Cerro Verde, in Arequipa
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